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umpa Lahiri is one of the finest short story writers | have read. She is the kind
who makes people to finish a book in one setting. Because her story make
azy to know the main theme and ending. She is a dazzling storyteller with a

e voice , an eye for nuance ,an ear for irony.

thiri was born in London, England in 1967.She is the daughter of Bengali Indian
ts. Her family moved to the United States when she was three. Lahiri considers
“American. Lahiri grew up in Kingston, Rhode Island, where her father worked
rian at the University of Rhode Island; the protagonist of Lahiri's story "The
Final Continent" is based on her father. Lahiri's mother wanted her children to
knowing of their Bengali heritage, and her family often visited relatives in

India.

thiri received multiple degrees from Boston University: an M.A. in English, an
reative Writing, an M.A. in Comparative Literature and a Ph.D. in Renaissance
he took up a fellowship at Provincetown's Fine Arts Work Center, which lasted
Nt two years (1997-1998). Lahiri taught creative writing at Boston University

node Island School of Design.

2001. Lahiri married Alberto Vourvoulias-Bush, a journalist who was then
gitor of TIME Latin America (and is now Executive Editor of El Diario/La
ew York's largest Spanish daily and America's fastest growing newspaper).
ghiri lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband and their two children,
. 2002) and Noor (b. 2005).Her debut work, Interpreter of Maiadies, won
wds, including the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 2000. Her second publication is

K€ .,
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npa Lahiri in 1999 quietly exploded onto the literary scene and it appears her

nas shown no signs of slowing down. Readers seem to be mesmerized by



s writing, and their curiosity brings her audience together. It is difficult to compare
s work to many other Indian or Indian-American authors. It is very difficult to
e their similarities due to Jhumpa Lahiri's broad subject matter. The conflicts her
ters face, such as struggies with interpersonal relationships and stress of daily

1ce, are universal themes to which almost anyone can relate.

Lahiri is able to demonstrate her point in writing by merely mentioning the issue
character is facing. This is a technique that is present in much of her writing. She
le to draw her readers into the story not only through her detail but also by making

eel the emotional, physical, and mental needs of the characters.

Both Interpreter of Maladies and The Namesake contain themes of conflict in
nships between couples, families, and friends. Through these relationships she
es ideas of isolation and identity, both personal and cultural. The characters in both
frequently encounter crises of identity, which are tied to their inability to reconcile
\merican identity with their Indian identity. Particularly in the short fiction of
‘eler of Maladies,Jhumpa Lahiri often leaves these crises unresolved. As a result,
ork gives us a rather bleak outlook on the future of her characters. We might
e that this reflects some of Jhumpa Lahiri's concerns about their real-life
ues. She often correlates her characters' cultural isolation with extreme personal
n, suggesting that the cultural isolation causes the personal. The instances in
this cultural isolation are resolved or avoided are generally accompanied by a

“resolution or avoidance of personal isolation.

Translation studies is a new discipline in the field of knowledge. Emerging in the
170s, it has been eventually taken seriously because of its scientific method,
:dented activities and its noble intentions. The purpose of translation is not only to
bridge between humanity and culture of different countries and different ages but

spread knowledge in different directions to shape the future. Thus this discipline



vides a very przgmatic and practical strategy to continue the process of translating

ts.

I have several reasons for selecting this story, A Temporary Matter. First of all, A
mporary Matter has not been translated by anyone either in Bangladesh or in West
ngal. So, it is quite challenging and at the same time enjoyable to be the first translator
Lahiri in Bengali. Secondly, in spite of its western setting and plot, this story seems
te suitable for our own setting. The universal appeal of this story makes it applicable
our country. 1 believe that this story will receive natural acceptance and credibility in
“tradition and culture. This story is realistic and the characters would not be misfits in
~social context. Thirdly, though a translation is considered to be inferior to the original
t, by translating “A Temporary Matter”. | intend to bridge two languages and cultures.
ce both my target readers and audiences are Bengali speaking people of Bangladesh,

aim is to make our people familiar with the outstanding work of Jhumpa and enrich

~literature, Moreover, | believe that it will create some interest in the mind of our
ple about Lahiri and her work, and that they will be eager to know more of her other
rk.

Like other translators, I have applied some particular rules and theories in
1slation Lahiri’s “A Temporary Matter” in the process of translation, 1 have also faced

eral problems, which I have overcome tactfully.

As my target audiences are Bengalis, | have given special attention to everyday
guage of Bengali. I have tried to use the language of the middle-class. I have

1slated the dialogues conversationally and informally.

Translation shift is an unavoidable phenomenon that occurs because SL elements
not be translated accurately because of all sorts of differences and problems. Every
slator has to face these problems and solve them by recognizing the shifts through
otiation and by taking alternative ways out. Like other translators, I found some

urmountable difficulties in translating this story. However, 1 have accepted the



evitability of translation shifts and have translated the story according to the social

ntext of our country.

In our country, we use many English words frequently in our day-to-day life.

hese words have got natural acceptance in our conversation and have become part in our

fe. So, in my translation, I have done some borrowing, for instance S&Is#ia- #iGr,

w376, ST not only adaptation and borrowing, in my translation, I have applied the

‘ocedure of transposition that involves replacing one word class into another without

1anging the meaning of the words.

Last but not least, every translation is associated with loss and gain. Even an
cpert translator cannot avoid loss in translation. But he or she can strive to compensate
is loss and simultaneously for gain. This project is not an exception. [ have endeavored
‘stay away from loss. To some extent, [ successful, but it is also true some parts of this
ory have faced problem that I could not avoid. In order to make this story appropriate
r our social context, I had to change some of the original context. That can be
nsidered as loss, but if we scrutinize it largely, we will find that this gain is more than
e loss. Through this translation, it has become possible to recreate and bring this

mous story of Jhumpa Lahiri to Bangladesh.

On the whole, the complete translation of “A Temporary Matter” is the outcome
“the application of different procedures of Translation Studies. Every single page of this
oject bears the result of these procedures. No doubt different translators would translate
is story in different ways although the invariant core would always be the same.
-anslating this story was a challenging job for me but it is also true that I have enjoyed

ing this project.
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