What's in an academic calendar?

Every university should get to decide for itself which academic calendar to follow
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A Gl ANPSI sanmed with
only fow public unkveniibes
andd mimewr has 2 ial of ¥4
public winverimnes and 32 pirvate
universities. 1he Annissl Eduearion
Survey 200 6 of Rangladesh Bureawn ot
Educational lnfoomenon aod
Statistics | BANREIS) neveals thar the
Lotal number of susdents s
Iversities was 823,302 in 201 6. The
I tertiary enomdment @ 200G is
ted 1o eeach 4.6 million.
nnding th an estimate made by the
TTAYEINULY Ll Ay Lamsminapon
(L) of Bangladeil
Mangladesh has made emarkahie
i over the past Do decade by
enauring access of vouth of all ¢lasses
ol the sockery o semisry edurarinn
The grwermment is been 1o cnsare
That nniversties v prosding higher
education of memational sumdand
UG, ihe stainory spex body in the
field ot higher education in
Rangladesh, i reviewing the teaching
styles, curticsila and alo the
academic calendars used by public
and private universithes.
Intrrestingty. all puble
universities wse ihe tewo-semester
Aysbemm and private e uwe

the trimester spstem . Privase
ualversities iy Bangladesd have
adbpel thae beles o trimiester frem
wisbversithes i the WS, UGL &
woirking o decide which ralendar i
apprepriate for education
programmes in Rangladesh

‘The majoriy of lnsiaions m the
LS use e 1wo-semester systemm wath
am optional smmier sessiom. One
semester keeps students i thee
instiutlon for abowt 16 eeds il
inclucde 15 weeks of cudies plos 2
witrk for cxarms. Semester scheduling
allocaies shoner class peniods {50
mimrtes], haii longer ierm
bireaks=fine] alsck o abirrier e
sesabon fof those who opt so ke it

There |s ni such ssmmer sk
in public univensities iy Bangladesh
e trimaester has |4 weeks th
Include 13 weeks fon classes and one
week of exams, The et is longer
class periods and shorer wemm
Though the total class werk for 2
course ks shoner the cumioulum s
desagnied to meet the minimom
requirements for leaming, and the
associated minimom standards are
maintained. Nacally, the wowal
ereskit redquiremieng for a program me
i trimester becomes higher than
that of the semesier sysiem. Whether

all privare wnbversithes follow these

e liernents oF o s probsbly wia
TR shinwilel ke boeusing nn rather
tan dicravng rules on how leog e
semesier showsld he

The privmeatir system allinas
stusdents move Reaibiliy in
scheduling classes did gives an
nppormmiry to really understanc
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thvern o an batkemate level. A ol
shame uiimestes susdent will generally
ake tree o0 Pour courses el leiin,
wihich will ammoarme 1oy 24 oonarses in
Pl years Sermester studens ke
frwar o fise coorses per semaester anc
i e Hirst oo yeas, studenis take 30
couisss A @ resull, tlmester
shdents have morne time for projerts
i fundor and senior vears. | kinow
some prople complain that in the
Unmresled SySeil sldeinis LAl gl
oo deep” into the maverial, This s
partially toe Increasing lectiine
s and applying imeracive
teaching ¢ g studeni-cenired
veschuing. may help students 1o leamn
in depib. The biggest advaiitage of
wrmscutern b that they make |ie rasler
on sdminbtration and Giculty, and
s thiem money

Private universities In Bangladesh
hawe developed their facilities o taloe
a rertain nomber of students per
ermn. I ey are now asked 1o move
froum trimester o thie woesemester
sysiemn. they will take more siudenis
in a simgle semester inorder to yviedd
the same revenae. The class siee will
then increase resuhing in
degraalation ol kraming cuality, With
A trimested acadeimic year, teachers
woinrk writh few stulenes a day

allpwing lor mane time o wark with
inallividusl studenis.

The irimeaer system presimahly
vields huglves sevenues given a laed
Lme Fod one scademic vear, students
nay their iees thrice under the
Irimester systemn. This may be hetter
tor emabling the nniversity (o hawe
e fEvEniS Lo imvesL, [l 'l'.lI.'IJ:r' L
Taculy and s salsries, bt also in
infrasuraciures snd facilities. Privae
niversities ane paying bor ancd
maimiaining their baildinggs. and
groaends. 1.} mondhes a year, bod o
[HVALE WY ERILRES di€ mikde 1o
1o the somesier wstem, they will us
ihve infiastiuciane fully 3 hiile moie
than hali the year. Privaie unbveritboy
wilkl alwty evad v boedenbng smcdenis
of bow- anad middle-income familles
whio will huve 1o pay moe willlon
fees 1y 4 semeslel

There ane baih posiiive and
negative impacs of each scademic
calendar in wenms of efflciency,
academic qualivg. and sudent) faculy
inderaction. Bai it should be the
universties themnsebves that shobd
gt 1o devide which academic
calendar vo wse based on whar they
ihink works best fos them
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